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"AmeJica must 11ave an energy policy thatplCU1S
for the future, but meets the needs oftoday.

I believe we can develop our natural resources
andprotect our environment. ,.

- President George W. Bush
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C HAP T E R F 0 U R

Using Energy Wisely
Increasing Energy Conservation and Efficiency

The Department ofEnergy
has installed two low-sulfur
light bulbs as a test at its
Forrestal Building headquar
ters in Washington. D, C. The
/lVO golfball-slzed bulbs. /Ike
those on the opposite page.
are at each end ofa 240·(001.
IO-inch-wide rcfloclb-e
plastic "light pipe.•
u.s.~7UI' c.\u.;,

4·/ NATIONAL ENERGY POUCY

nergy efficiency is the ability to
use less energy to produce the
same amount of lighting. heating.
transportation, and other energy
services. For a family or business.

conserving energy means lower energy
bills. For the country as a whole. greater en
ergy efficiency helps us make the most of
U.S. energy resources. reduces energy
shortages, lowers our reliance on energy
imports, mitigates the impact of high energy
prices, and reduces pollution. Improve
ments in efficiency can be particularly ef
fective in reducing energy demand when en
ergy is most expenSive.

Conservation and energy efficiency

are important elements of a sound energy

policy. Improved energy efficiency is the
result of many decisions, including those of
individual consumers; manufacturers of
cars and appliances; home builders: and
slate. federal. and local government offi·
cials. The federaJ government can promOle
energy efficiency and conservation by in·
eluding the dissemination of timely and ac
curate information regarding the energy
use of consumers' purchases. setting slan
dards for more energy efficient products,
and encouraging industry to develop more
efficient products. The federal government
can also promote energy efficiency and
conservation through programs like the
Energy Star program. and search for more
innovative technologies that improve effi
ciency and conservation through research
and development.

Since 1973, the U.S. economy has
grown nearly five times faster than energy
use (126 percent versus 26 percent). Had
Americans continued to use energy as in
tensivelyas in 1970, the U,S. would have
consumed about 177 quadrillion Btus of en
ergy last year, compared to about 99 qua
drillion Btus actually consumed.

Bdlish Thermal Unit (Btu)
A British thermal unit is the amount of
heat required to raise the temperature of
one pound of water one degree Fahren
heit at sea level. Put another way, it is
approximately the same amount of en
ergy contained in a wooden match head.




